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April 3, 2013

Montana Senate Judiciary Committee
Re: Senate Joint Resolution No. 22
Dear Committee Members:

| have read and reviewed a copy of Senate Joint Resolution No. 22 regarding an
interim study to evaluate court procedures in family law cases. During my career as a
lawyer | handled hundreds of domestic relations cases and | have obviously dealt with
scores and scores of domestic relations cases in my 12 % years as a judge. With
caseloads for all types of cases rising and in particular domestic relations cases where at
least one party is unrepresented, many problems are arising. These issues affect the court,
lawyers in the cases, the parties that are representing themselves and the overall speed in
which decisions are made and the quality of those decisions.

| support the joint resolution and encourage an interim study to explore all of the
issues raised by the family law cases. Thank you for your willingness to help.

Sincerely yours, 7
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HON. GREGORY R. ¥ODD ,
District Court Judg /
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